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to advance American principles of freedom
and representative government. Marie Joseph
Paul Yves Roch Gilbert du Motier, the Marquis
de Lafayette, was a man who in his affection
for the ideal of liberty, made great personal
sacrifices.

A citizen of France, the Marquis de Lafay-
ette first demonstrated his passion for freedom
when, at the young age of 19, he decided to
make a four-month voyage to America to fight
alongside Americans during the Revolutionary
War. Marquis de Lafayette was assigned to
the staff of George Washington with the rank
of Major General in 1777 and served with dis-
tinction. During the war, he demonstrated
great leadership and unrelenting bravery to
American troops, as he led Americans to sev-
eral victories and sustained an injury during
the Battle of Brandywine.

General Lafayette not only risked his life for
the pursuit of American freedom, but he freely
used his position of influence in France to gar-
ner additional support for the American war ef-
fort. In 1779, he persuaded the French gov-
ernment to fully support America in the war
against Britain, which led to the commitment
of French troops and much needed supplies to
the American army. He also contributed
$200,000 of his personal fortune in support of
the colonies during the Revolution. After the
war, Lafayette continued to assist American
diplomatic relations with France in establishing
close relationships with American ambas-
sadors to France, Benjamin Franklin and
Thomas Jefferson.

The most striking of General Lafayette’s
qualities was undoubtedly his steadfast and
fearless devotion to the principle of liberty.
Even after the Revolutionary War, Lafayette
continued to support and promote the institu-
tion of representative government. Upon his
return to France, Lafayette was one of the first
to advocate a National Assembly, and worked
toward the establishment of a constitutional
monarchy during the years leading up to the
French Revolution. In 1830, he became the
leader of a Revolution that dethroned the
Bourbons and made possible a constitutional
monarch in France. These actions came at a
great personal expense to Lafayette as he lost
support among the French nobility, was forced
to flee the country, and had his personal
wealth confiscated. Just before his death in
1834, Lafayette was a vocal proponent of the
move to a pure republic in France.

The portrait of the Marquis de Lafayette now
displayed opposite President Washington in
the United States House chamber is a tribute
to his loyalty to America and his vital role in
winning our freedom. Lafayette’s friendship
and affiliations with the most prominent figures
in our nation’s history, including George
Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson,
James Madison, James Monroe, and John
Quincy Adams, and the respect he garnered
from them is a testament to his commitment to
our nation’s founding and its principles.

Mr. Speaker, in light of the events of Sep-
tember 11th, stories of personal sacrifice,
bravery, and commitment take on a new
meaning and greater importance for all Ameri-
cans. The story of General Lafayette is one, in
particular, that inspires us to continue, in the
face of adversity, to fearlessly protect our na-
tion’s principles and to advance them globally.
In Lafayette’s words: ‘‘Humanity has won its
battle. Liberty now has a country.’’
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Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, ask the average
American working in the private sector about
his automatic yearly pay raise and he will look
at you like you’re crazy. Most Americans don’t
get an annual Cost of Living Adjustment
(COLA), so why should members of Con-
gress?

It is time that we restore the American peo-
ple’s confidence in their elected leaders. It is
time we eliminate the automatic pay increases
for members of Congress and live by the
same standards as the people we represent.

Mr. Speaker, this amendment will freeze
Member’s pay at its current level and eliminate
the annual COLA given to them under the
Government Ethics Reform Act. Nothing in this
law will prohibit Congress from raising its pay.
However, if members of Congress think they
deserve a pay raise, then they must vote for
it in full view of the American people.

I urge my colleagues to support this amend-
ment and do what is moral and honorable—If
you want a raise, let’s have an up or down
vote, before your boss—your constituents, the
American people.
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in strong support of H. Con. Res. 385, a reso-
lution which states that the Department of
Health and Human Services should conduct or
support research on certain tests to screen for
ovarian cancer, and that health care programs
and health insurance plans should cover these
tests.

Specifically, H. Con. Res. 385 would en-
courage the development and wide-spread
use of a blood test that would detect ovarian
cancer in its early stages, thus significantly re-
ducing fatalities that result from the most lethal
form of ovarian cancer. Currently, more than
75 percent of women with ovarian cancer are
not diagnosed until they are in the fourth stage
of the disease. The new protein-screening
blood test would detect almost all ovarian can-
cers in the first stage of the disease when 5-
year survival rates approach 95 percent. This
is an extremely important step in helping to
eliminate the threat of ovarian cancer. Early
detection is critical for survival success and
should be everyone’s goal.

There are many new cancer screening de-
vices becoming available, and we must use
these new technologies to help protect more
Americans from the scourge of cancer. I know
first-hand the pain that cancer can put a family
through. On May 10, 2002 my wife passed
away after a very long and difficult battle with
colon cancer. I hope that all health insurance
plans utilize to the fullest extent existing and
promising detection methods for all cancers.

Early detection can go a long way toward
sparing other families from the pain of having
a loved one suffer from cancer.
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Mr. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor
for me to stand here today to recognize a
great soldier and a great American, Mr. Rich-
ard S. Starks. Mr. Starks served as a second
lieutenant, 414th Bombardment Squadron,
97th Bombardment Group, Air Corps, United
States Army. He is being honored today for
his extraordinary heroism in action over occu-
pied territory in Continental Europe, August
21, 1942.

As chronicled in the official service record
dated August 23, 1942, Lieutenant Richard S.
Starks was a B–I 7E bomber pilot on a bom-
bardment mission when his aircraft was at-
tacked by 20–30 enemy fighters at an attitude
of approximately 21,000 feet. The cockpit of
his aircraft became severely damaged by
heavy enemy fire and the co-pilot was fatally
wounded. Lieutenant Starks was seriously
wounded in the arm, neck and face and his
oxygen mask became dislodged. Despite
these handicaps, and overwhehning odds,
Lieutenant Starks directed the operation of his
aircraft and, when physically able to do so,
gave material assistance in its operation, to
the end that he safety landed his aircraft at a
friendly airdrome.

On August 23, 1942, in a citation directed
by General Dwight D. Eisenhower, Lieutenant
Richard S. Starks was awarded the pres-
tigious Distinguished Service Cross, stating
that his ‘‘cool courage and heroic action
upheld the highest tradition of the military
forces of the United States and contributed
materially to the success of a mission of vital
importance.’’

The Kentucky Department of Veterans Af-
fairs will again honor Mr. Starks, a native of
Midway, Kentucky, at a special ceremony on
July 25, 2002, at the Aviation Museum of Ken-
tucky.
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Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate the Garden City High School Girls
Lacrosse Team for winning a fourth consecu-
tive New York State Championship. The ath-
letes, parents, and citizens of Garden City
should all be very proud of this enormous ac-
complish.

On June 8, 2002, the Garden City defeated
East Rochester 8–6 at SUNY, Cortland to win
their fourth consecutive Class B Small Schools
State Championship. On behalf of the 3rd Dis-
trict of New York, I would like to recognize and
honor the following students whose feat this
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